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out with these vessels. For example, suppose It was
desired to record a year in which locusts destroyed
crops and famine followed. A jar representing an
ear of maize could be placed beside a pot in the form
of a locust, and next to this could be placed a human
figure greatly emaciated and showing every sign
of being on the point of death from starvation.
Other symbols could be used to record the year, the
month or even the day of the disaster. Thus, with
the endless array of forms and variations, and the in-
calculable number of combinations possible with
these, any message, idea or event could be recorded
and conveyed. Such a theory would explain why so
many duplicates are found. On the whole it seems
a reasonable theory* But the objection to it is that
no one has yet discovered these imitative vessels ar-
ranged in any such orderly manner, nor has any one
yet been able to suggest any intelligible interpreta-
tion of such groups of vessels as have been found to-
gether.
In addition to these portrait and imitative natural
forms, there <are many vessels representing, in quite
gruesome details, cadavers, skeletons, death's heads,
amputated limbs, malformations, wounds, tortures,
sacrifices and death throes. Others show surgeons
performing both minor and major operations, for,
despite the crude instruments available and the prob-
able lack of all anesthetics and antiseptics, these pre-
historic races performed many operations which
would be a credit to the medical profession of to-
day. Not only the Chimus, but many other
prehistoric races amputated limbs, trepanned skulls,
removed eyes, performed abdominal operations, re-